
We’ve all had days like this:  You’re
caught in city traffic and running a
good half-hour behind schedule.
You’re about to turn at an intersection
when out of the corner of your eye
you spot a pedestrian stepping off the
curb.

It’s good thing you are alert and not
letting impatience get the best of you.
You see the person in time to stop and
make it safely across the street, even
though you have to miss yet another
change of signal lights.

Drivers must continually be alert for
pedestrians, especially children — on
city streets, rural highways, in parking
lots and loading yards.  Be ready at all
times to make a sudden stop or a
defensive move to avoid a pedestrian.

As a driver, it is your responsibility to
know and obey the traffic laws
concerning pedestrians.  You must
drive defensively and be courteous in
areas used by pedestrians.

The most vulnerable pedestrians are
the very young and the very old.
Children are inattentive to the hazards
around them;  slow down in school
zones and residential areas.  The
elderly may have physical difficulties
which prevent them from seeing or
hearing traffic, or from crossing the
street quickly enough.

surprises.  Sometimes you can see a
pedestrian from a distance better than
when you approach closer and your
view is obscured by parked vehicles.

•  Before leaving a parking space,
walk around your vehicle checking
for pedestrians and other obstacles.  

•  Check behind your vehicle before
climbing in and before backing up.
Use someone else as a guide and
signaler whenever possible in high
traffic areas.

•  Use your backup alarm, but do not
rely on it.  Better yet, avoid situations
where you have to back your vehicle.

•  Check your blind spot when moving
your vehicle in areas where there may
be foot traffic.

•  Pedestrians are endangered by in-
plant vehicles as well.  Follow your
company’s safety rules to prevent
pedestrian accidents involving
forklifts and other vehicles.

Pedestrians can try the patience of a
driver, especially on a high-pressure
day.  However,  a few seconds saved
on your schedule can never make up
for the tragedy of striking a
pedestrian with your vehicle!

Safety On The Road

Don’t Endanger Pedestrians

Here are some reminders about
sharing the roads safely with
pedestrians:

•  At intersections, allow pedestrians
to completely cross the street before
you start, even if the light changes.

•  Do not startle or confuse
pedestrians with blasts of your vehicle
horn.

•  Watch for jaywalkers.  Pedestrians
often cross at the middle of the block,
whether they are supposed to or not.
They can step out from between
parked cars.  Children dart out from
the curbs in residential areas and
around schools.

•  At crosswalk lights, do not pass
stopped cars even if you do not see
pedestrians crossing the street.  

•  Watch for clues to the presence of
pedestrians.  If you see a disabled car
beside a road, look for persons who
may be walking for help or changing
a tire.  If a ball rolls into the street,
chances are a child will follow it.  A
convenience store along the highway
is likely to attract foot traffic.  As you
pass the scene of a traffic accident,
watch for onlookers.

•  Continually scan the environment
ahead of you and beside you to avoid

Copy Ready! Articles and Art Volume 3 Transportation 1

The information presented in Copy Ready! has been compiled from various sources which are believed to be reliable.  However, it cannot be assumed that all acceptable
measures are contained in this article nor that additional measures may not be required under particular or exceptional circumstances, or your own company procedures, or

by federal, state/provincial and local law.  Copy Ready! is intended for in-house use only — commercial reproduction is a violation of our copyright agreement. 
For a complete catalog of Bongarde Communications Ltd. products please call 1-800-667-9300 or visit us at www.safetysmart.com.

© MCMXCVII Bongarde Communications Ltd.                                                                                        #V6100



•  Check behind your vehicle before
climbing in and before backing up.   Use
someone else as a guide and signaler
whenever possible in high traffic areas.

•  Use your backup alarm, but do not rely
on it.  Better yet, avoid situations where
you have to back your vehicle.

•  Check your blind spot when moving
your vehicle in areas where there may be
foot traffic.

•  Pedestrians are endangered by in-plant
vehicles as well.  Follow your company’s
safety rules to prevent pedestrian
accidents involving forklifts and other
vehicles.

Pedestrians can try the patience of a
driver, especially on a high-pressure day.
However,  a few seconds saved on your
schedule can never make up for the
tragedy of striking a pedestrian with your
vehicle!

Safety On The Road

Don’t Endanger Pedestrians

•  Do not startle or confuse pedestrians
with blasts of your vehicle horn.

•  Watch for jaywalkers.  Pedestrians
often cross at the middle of the block,
whether they are supposed to or not.
They can step out from between parked
cars.  Children dart out from the curbs in
residential areas and around schools.

•  At crosswalk lights, do not pass stopped
cars even if you do not see pedestrians
crossing the street.  

•  Watch for clues to the presence of
pedestrians.  If you see a disabled car
beside a road, look for persons who may
be walking for help or changing a tire.  If
a ball rolls into the street, chances are a
child will follow it.  A convenience store
along the highway is likely to attract foot
traffic.  As you pass the scene of a traffic
accident, watch for onlookers.

•  Continually scan the environment ahead
of you and beside you to avoid surprises.
Sometimes you can see a pedestrian from
a distance better than when you
approach closer and your
view is obscured by parked
vehicles.

•  Before leaving a
parking space, walk
around your vehicle
checking for
pedestrians
and other
obstacles.  

We’ve all had days like this:  You’re
caught in city traffic and running a good
half-hour behind schedule.  You’re about
to turn at an intersection when out of the
corner of your eye you spot a pedestrian
stepping off the curb.

It’s good thing you are alert and not
letting impatience get the best of you.
You see the person in time to stop and
make it safely across the street, even
though you have to miss yet another
change of signal lights.

Drivers must continually be alert for
pedestrians, especially children — on city
streets, rural highways, in parking lots and
loading yards.  Be ready at all times to
make a sudden stop or a defensive move
to avoid a pedestrian.

As a driver, it is your responsibility to
know and obey the traffic laws
concerning pedestrians.  You must drive
defensively and be courteous in areas
used by pedestrians.

The most vulnerable pedestrians are the
very young and the very old.  Children are
inattentive to the hazards around them;
slow down in school zones and residential
areas.  The elderly may have physical
difficulties which prevent them from
seeing or hearing traffic, or from crossing
the street quickly enough.

Here are some reminders about sharing
the roads safely with pedestrians:

•  At intersections, allow pedestrians to
completely cross the street before you
start, even if the light changes.
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obstacles.  

•  Check behind your vehicle before
climbing in and before backing up.   Use
someone else as a guide and signaler
whenever possible in high traffic areas.

•  Use your backup alarm, but do not rely
on it.  Better yet, avoid situations where
you have to back your vehicle.

•  Check your blind spot when moving
your vehicle in areas where there may be
foot traffic.

•  Pedestrians are endangered by in-plant
vehicles as well.  Follow your company’s
safety rules to prevent pedestrian
accidents involving forklifts and other
vehicles.

Pedestrians can try the patience of a
driver, especially on a high-pressure day.
However,  a few seconds saved on your
schedule can never make up for the
tragedy of striking a
pedestrian
with your
vehicle!

Safety On The Road

Don’t Endanger Pedestrians

•  Do not startle or confuse pedestrians
with blasts of your vehicle horn.

•  Watch for jaywalkers.  Pedestrians
often cross at the middle of the block,
whether they are supposed to or not.
They can step out from between parked
cars.  Children dart out from the curbs in
residential areas and around schools.

•  At crosswalk lights, do not pass stopped
cars even if you do not see pedestrians
crossing the street.  

•  Watch for clues to the presence of
pedestrians.  If you see a disabled car
beside a road, look for persons who may
be walking for help or changing a tire.  If
a ball rolls into the street, chances are a
child will follow it.  A convenience store
along the highway is likely to attract foot
traffic.  As you pass the scene of a traffic
accident, watch for onlookers.

•  Continually scan the environment ahead
of you and beside you to avoid surprises.
Sometimes you can see a pedestrian from
a distance better than when you
approach closer and your
view is obscured by
parked vehicles.

•  Before leaving a
parking space, walk
around your vehicle
checking
for

pedestrians
and other

We’ve all had days like this:  You’re
caught in city traffic and running a good
half-hour behind schedule.  You’re about
to turn at an intersection when out of the
corner of your eye you spot a pedestrian
stepping off the curb.

It’s good thing you are alert and not
letting impatience get the best of you.
You see the person in time to stop and
make it safely across the street, even
though you have to miss yet another
change of signal lights.

Drivers must continually be alert for
pedestrians, especially children — on city
streets, rural highways, in parking lots and
loading yards.  Be ready at all times to
make a sudden stop or a defensive move
to avoid a pedestrian.

As a driver, it is your responsibility to
know and obey the traffic laws
concerning pedestrians.  You must drive
defensively and be courteous in areas
used by pedestrians.

The most vulnerable pedestrians are the
very young and the very old.  Children are
inattentive to the hazards around them;
slow down in school zones and residential
areas.  The elderly may have physical
difficulties which prevent them from
seeing or hearing traffic, or from crossing
the street quickly enough.

Here are some reminders about sharing
the roads safely with pedestrians:

•  At intersections, allow pedestrians to
completely cross the street before you
start, even if the light changes.
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